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Patients’ Stake in Autoimmune Research Investment & Results 

AARDA has conducted summits for autoimmune patients across the country on public policy priorities and strategies for 

patient advocacy at the federal and state levels. On October 23rd, AARDA convened three expert panels in Washington, 

DC to provide information, advocacy models, and a “call to action” for patients on research, step therapy, and caregiving 

for people with intermittent chronic conditions. 

You can watch the recording of “Patients’ Stake in Autoimmune Research Investment & Results” by following this link: 

https://youtu.be/FABxE27tpYM.  

Below are the biographies of the panelists and additional information. 

 
Jeff Allen 
Jeff Allen is President and CEO of Friends of Cancer Research (Friends). Friends is an advocacy organization based in 
Washington, DC that drives collaboration among partners from every healthcare sector to power advances in science, 
policy, and regulation that speed life-saving treatments to patients. For more than two decades, Friends has been 
instrumental in the creation and implementation of policies ensuring patients receive the best treatments in the fastest 
and safest way possible. 
 
For over 10 years, Jeff has been a driving force in the growth and success of the organization. Under his 
leadership, Friends has evolved into a nimble, forward-thinking policy, public affairs, and research organization. As 
President and CEO, he leads the strategic development and implementation of Friends’ scientific, policy, research, and 
legislative initiatives, as well as overseeing Board governance and organizational operations. 
 
As a thought leader on many issues related to the Food and Drug Administration, regulatory strategy, and healthcare 
policy, he is regularly published in prestigious medical journals and policy publications. In addition to participating in 
major scientific and policy symposiums around the country each year, Jeff has had the honor to be called to testify 
before Congress on multiple occasions and regularly contributes his expertise to the legislative process.  
 
Recent Friends initiatives include the establishment of the Breakthrough Therapies designation and the development of 
the Lung Cancer Master Protocol (Lung-MAP), a unique partnership that will accelerate and optimize clinical trial 
conduct for new drugs.  
 
Jeff has the privilege to also serve on a variety of influential committees, boards, and advisory councils including the 
Alliance for a Stronger FDA (Board Member, Past President), the Medical Evidence Development Consortium (MED-C; 
Board Chair), Lung-MAP Senior Leadership Team Member, and a participant on working groups convened by the 
National Academies of Medicine and President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST).  
 
Prior to joining Friends, Jeff was an endocrinology researcher at the National Institutes of Health. His background in 
cancer research focused upon molecular changes associated with cancer formation as well as treatments to prevent 
cancer progression. Jeff received his Ph.D. in cell and molecular biology from Georgetown University, and holds a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Biology from Bowling Green State University. 

https://youtu.be/FABxE27tpYM
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Nancy Ginter, Director of Administration, Beyond Celiac   
Nancy Ginter joined Beyond Celiac in June of 2004 after working extensively for AT&T leading a global sales team 
focused on the needs of multi-national corporations. At Beyond Celiac, Nancy works across departmental lines to assist 
in operational matters along with programming, Philadelphia area events, contracts, sponsorship and supporting 
volunteers. Nancy also is responsible for coordinating efforts with the Beyond Celiac Board of Directors, contributing to 
Beyond Celiac publications and working on Beyond Celiac programs for raising awareness.  

In addition to her work with Beyond Celiac, Nancy serves as the Chairperson for the Board of Directors of the Digestive 
Disease National Coalition (DDNC), an advocacy organization comprised of the major national voluntary and professional 
societies concerned with digestive diseases working to improve public policy and increase public awareness to promote 
the best possible medical outcome and quality of life for current and future patients. 

Nancy also is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Women’s Law Project, a Pennsylvania organization focused on 
creating a more just and equitable society by advancing the rights and status of all women and girls throughout their 
lives through high-impact litigation, advocacy, and education. 

In her role as a volunteer, Nancy is a guide at the Philadelphia Museum of Art and serves on committees for her 
Homeowners Association.   

Nancy holds a BA degree from the College of William and Mary and certificates from the University of Pennsylvania in 
Executive Administration for Nonprofit Organizations and Fundraising for Nonprofit Organizations.   

 

Additional information:  

www.BeyondCeliac.org  

What is Celiac Disease? 

• https://www.beyondceliac.org/celiac-disease/what-is-celiac-disease/ 

Research News  

• https://www.beyondceliac.org/research/research-news/ 

Celiac disease treatment could open doors for other autoimmune conditions 

• https://www.beyondceliac.org/research-news/celiac-disease-treatment-could-open-doors-for-other-

autoimmune-conditions 

Beyond Celiac Research Summits 

• https://www.beyondceliac.org/research/beyond-celiac-research-summit/ 
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Jason Harris 
Jason Harris is the Director of Public Policy at the Lupus Foundation of America (LFA). Jason works on wide ranging 
regulatory and legislative policy, including issues related to patient-focused drug development. Prior to the LFA, Jason 
worked for the National Health Council (NHC). At the NHC, his portfolio covered a variety of areas, including policy and 
policy development focused on medical product innovation, value assessment and real-world evidence. Jason has close 
to a decade of experience working in health care policy and government affairs and looks forward to continuing his work 
in the fight against lupus. A native of Massachusetts, Jason grew up in Brookline, MA. 

 
Randall Rutta 
Mr. Rutta is a senior health care executive dedicated to policy-to-practice solutions that interpret, influence, and 
improve federal and state health care policies to enhance public and private sector health care innovation, outcomes, 
and efficiency.  

Mr. Rutta is President & CEO of the American Autoimmune Related Disease Association (AARDA), a national organization 
dedicated to addressing the problem of autoimmunity, the major cause of more than 100 serious chronic diseases. 
AARDA initiated and hosts the 39-member National Coalition of Autoimmune Patient Groups and is a longtime member 
of the National Health Council. Prior to stepping into his current role on October 1, 2019, he served as AARDA’s Federal 
Policy Consultant since March 2018.  

Mr. Rutta is a Principal in ConnectHealth, LLC a Washington, DC-based consulting services company he established in 
2017 and incorporated in 2018 to provide senior health/behavior health executives strategic insight and support in 
achieving objectives across the healthcare eco-system. His portfolio emphasizes the experiences of patients, their 
families and communities, and the role of diverse stakeholders in improving individual and population health, especially 
for persons with autism and other chronic conditions, age-related impairments and disabilities. Client partners include: 
patient advocacy groups, coalitions, associations, service providers, and investment firms.  

In 2017, he transitioned from the position of President and CEO at Easterseals, a global nonprofit organization dedicated 
to the health, well-being, and success of people with disabilities, veterans, seniors, and families. For most of his career, 
he was located in Washington, DC, at Easterseals’ Office of Public Affairs, overseeing federal and state legislative and 
regulatory activities, federal grant development, and international knowledge exchange. His career experience has been 
in acute care, health care quality assurance, and health policy development and implementation.  

He chairs the Board of the Partnership to Fight Chronic Disease (PFCD), a national coalition of nearly 100 patient, 
provider, and community organizations, business and labor groups, and health policy experts committed to raising 
awareness of chronic disease in America and globally. He has been involved with PFCD as a partner organization leader 
and board member since 2007.  

He is a Vice President and Secretary of American Eagle Lifecare Corporation and has been a member of its Board of 
Directors since 2008. 

He holds a Bachelors of Arts degree in Sociology and a Masters of Arts degree in Politics, focusing on international health 
policy. 


